portion of the $2.4 million 
Kropp, who spent 46 years 
as a secretary at Crown 
Zellerbach, had amassed 
through wise investments 
and then donated follow- 
ing her death on Feb. 4, 
1998. 

Operating costs are 
expected to be $60,000 
per year. Approximately 
$17,500 has been set aside 
for this expense in the 
2013 budget. 

Last night, the Camas 
City Council approved 
two professional services 
agreements related to the 
Lacamas Lake Lodge proj- 
ect, The $93,000 contract 
with Architect Associa- 
tive, Inc., of Vancouver, 
funds the building design 
work and a $67,913 con- 
tract with J.D, Walsh & 
Associates, of Vancouver, 
will cover landscape ar- 
chitecture services. 

Higgins said construc- 
tion could begin this win- 
ter, with the facility com- 
plete and ready for use in 
2014, 


Moose Lodge 
remodel lands 
on 2013 budget 


$1.9 million has 
been proposed 
for the project 


By HeatHer ACHESON 
Post-Record staff 


Nearly 13 years ago, the 
City of Camas purchased a 
five acre parcel of property, 
which included the 4,800 
square foot Moose Lodge 
building located on the 
shores of Lacamas Lake. 

Right from the begin- 
ning, the intent was that 
the site would eventually 

' be home to a new recre- 
ation facility. 

But years went by, and 
the Moose continued to 
rent the building at 227 
N.E. Lake Road from the 
city as several different ef- 
fe aimed at generating 
support and identifying 
funding channels for such 
a facility failed. The rea- 
sons 
money and hesitation from 

some elected city leaders to 
a poor economy. 


But current Camas 


Fe ing to find a place to have 
|. these kinds of events for 30 
_ Years, and now there is a 


ged from lack of 


window of opportunity,” 

This opportunity is re- 
flected in the 2013 pro- 
posed budget in the form 
of a $1.9 million project 
referred to as the Lacamas 
Lake Lodge and Confer- 
ence Center. The endeavor 
will remodel within its cur- 
rent footprint the existing 
facility to create one that 
will be able to host a va- 
riety of community events 
and activities, 

“On the south bank of 
Lacamas Lake, in the 
center of the ‘Lacamas 
Corridor’ of public park, 
recreation, trail and open 
spaces, the center will be 
constructed,” the 2013 
budget message states. 
“In this beautiful setting, 
a modern, yet compatible 
structure will be built. It 
is foreseen as the first 


could look lke, if the Camas City Council approves the $1.9 ¢ 


repair shop. The 
See Loyal Order of the 
loose purchased it in ° 
1980s, sold it to the cna 
Camas in 2000 and had © 
been, renting it ever since. 
After years of searching 
for the right location, the 
Moose purchased a new 
building on E Street in 
Washougal earlier this 


r 

“Every single day I 
drive by that place,” Hig- 
gins recently said of the 
deteriorating building on 
Lacamas Lake. “It was 
never really pretty and it’s 
even less pretty now, But 
it could be beautiful.” 

Higgins has described 
the remodel of the Moose 
Lodge as a_ potential 
“Phase 1” of a community 
center project. Additional 
phases could eventually 
include additions on the 
city-owned Buhman prop- 
erty, located across the 
street from the lodge. 

The Lacamas Lake 
Lodge project is one ele- 
ment of the $58 million 
2013 budget for all city 
funds. 

“It is a fifth ‘recession 
budget,’ flat in its gen- 
eral fund spending,” said 
City Administrator Lloyd 


stretched levels.” 


remodel project that is part of the 2013 proposed budget. 


- Other elements of the 
coming year's proposed 
lion in capital investments 
such as the Northwest 
38th Avenue extension 
($5.3 million); Friberg/ 
Strunk Street construc- 
tion ($2.9 million); next 
phase of the wastewater 
treatment plant construc- 
tion ($3.3 million) and the 
initial phases of the Jones 
Creek and Boulder Creek 
waterline construction ($3 
million). 

If the budget is ap- 
proved, Camas will also 
continue its contributions 
to local and regional eco- 
nomic development associ- 
ations including the Cam- 
as-Washougal Economic 
Development Association 
($50,000), Columbia River 
Economic Development 
Council ($26,000) and the 
Downtown Camas Asso- 
ciation ($15,000). 

The $16.34 million gen- 
eral fund operating bud- 
get will be balanced using 
$824,000 in reserve funds. 
This is expected to leave a 
$2.9 million general fund 
balance at the end of 2013 
— an amount within the 


eceeeccenssoeen. ll 


released by 
County assessor's office in 
the exact number 


Dec. 3; at 7 pO i 
Hall. The City 


